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MINUTES 
OF 

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL CON- 
VENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 

For the year 1821. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the General 
Convention of Univefsalists, convened according to ad- 
journment of last year, at the house of Brother Davin 
PickERING, in the City of Hudson, N. Y. on Tuesday 
evening, September 18th, 1821. And opened the coun- 
cil, by uniting in solemn and devout prayer to the 
Father of all mercies with Br. David Ballou. 


The Convention was then organized as follows : 
Chose Br. Solomon Glover, Moderator. 


Chose Br. Richard Carrique, and 2 
Br. Stephen R. Smith, § Clerks. 


Ministering Brethren Present. 


Solomon Glover, Newton, Con.; David Ballou, Rowe, 
Mass. ; Hosea Ballou, Boston; Hosea Ballou, 2d, Rox- 
bury; Joshua Flagg, Scituate, Mass. ; Abner Kneeland, 
Philadelphia ; Seth Jones, Lancaster, N. Y.; Nathan- 
jed Stacy, Hamilton, N. Y.; Stephen R. Smith, New- 
Hartford; Pitt Morse, Henderson; Oliver Ackley, 
Hamilton; David Pickering, Hudson, N. Y.; Jacob 
Wood, Shirley, Mass.; Isaac Whitnall, Camillus and 
Eldbridge, N. Y¥.; Charles Hudson, Preston, Con. ; Ze- 
phaniah S. Crossman, Shelburn, Mass.; Richard Car- 
rigne, Attleborough, Mass. ; George B. Lisher, Otsego, 
N.Y.; Aaron Kinsman, Williamstown, Vt. ; Josiah Dike- 
man, Danbury, Con.; Arthur Field, New Berlin, N.Y. 


Ministering Brethren not Present. 


Paul Dean, Boston, Mass.; Elias Smith, Boston ; Ed- 
ward Turner, Charlestown; Thomas Whittemore. Mil- 
ford, Mass. ; John Bishe, Brookfield, Mass. ; Sebastian 
Streeter, Portsmouth, N. H.; Russell Streeter, Port- 
land, Me.; Jonathan Wallace, Richmond, Vt.; Hollis 
Samson, Batavia, N. Y.; Thomas Gross, Willisms-Ville, 


N. Y.; Joho 8. Flagler, Scipio, N. Y.; Luscomb Knapp, | 


Victor, N. ¥.; Calvin Morton, Barry, N. Y. ; Cornel- 
ins G. Parsons, Ellisburg, N. Y.; William Underwood, 


Litchfield, N.Y. 3; Stephen Miles, Augusta, N. Y. ;/| 
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James Foster, Lee, N. Y.; Archelaus Green, Locke, 
N.¥.; Salmon D. Adams, Lisle, N. Y.; Job Potter, 
Hamilton, N. Y.; Samuel A. Skeele, Green, N. Y.; 
Andrew Vandenburg, Pompey, N. Y.; Stephen Cook, 
Hadley, N. ¥.; Edwin Ferris, Unadilla, N. Y. ; Sam- 
uel C. Loveland, Reading, Vt.; Nathan B. Johnson, 
Shoreham, N. Y.; Samuel Hilliard, Shrewsbury, N. Y. 
Lewis Pitt, Danby, N. Y.; Zephaniah Laithe, Lebanon, 
N. H.; Robert L. Killam, Marlborough, Mass. ; Levi 
Briggs, Orange, Mass.; Robert Bartlett, Langdon, N. 
H.; Barzillai Streeter, Salem, Mass.; Joseph Butter- 
field, Fryburg, Me.; Fayette Mace, Strong, Me. ; Kit- 
teridge, Haven, Vt. ; John E. Palmer, Barre, Vt. ; John 
Brooks, New-Fane, Vt. ; Asa Barton, Paris, Me. ; Tho- 
mas Jones, Gloucester; Ezra Leonard, do. ; Ebenezer 
Lester, Killingworth, Con.; Asa Rust; Caleb Rich, 
Vt.; James Babbit, Mass. ; William Farewell, Vt. ; 
William H. Drew, Me. ; Sylvanus Cobb, Winthrop, 
Me. ; Daniel Young; W. A. Drew, Farmington, Me. ; 
William Frost, Lisbon, Me. ;° Timothy Bigelow, Ohio; 
Loring Bigelow, do.; Asa Priest; Michael Dwyer; A- 
mos Crandel, Lisle, N. Y.; Lewis Beers, Danby, N. 
¥.; Royal Gage, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


To the several churches and societies, rejoicing in the | 


freedom of gospel truth, and firmly united in the be- 
lief of all the gracieus promises of God, looking with 


joyous and confident _expectation for the arrival of | 


that glorious period, when the testimony of ali Gods 
holy prophets shall be realized in the restitution of al] 
things : 


To the faithful servants of God, whose feet are beauti- 
ful upon the mountains, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ; who is Lord of all: 

To all the Jovers of the Lamb, with whom this epistle 
may find acceptance : 

The General Convention of Universalists, tender chris- 
tian affection and fellowship ; wishing them the rich- 
es of divine mercy and grace from our Lord Jesus 
Christ to replenish their hearts with that peace which 
passeth understanding. 

Dearly beloved brethren, 

It is with emotions of heartfelt gratitude and joy, that 
we remind you of the gracious condescension of the 
Master of Assemblies in blessivg us with another anni- 
versary, grateful indeed to our feelings, and as we hum- 
bly trust, highly auspicious to the cause of truth. We 
have been permitted to meet in the fellowship of the 
Spirit. The unmingled sweets of harmony and friend- 
ship were reciprocated by al] the members of our coun- 
cil, and afforded experimental evidence that the faith- 
ful discharge of duty is an inlet to pure enjoyment, 
where brethren dwell together in unity. 

In the sanctuary of the Lord, multitudes were assem- 
bled, when the divine Presence was sensibly enjoyed, 
and the place rendered none other than the house of 
God, and the gate of heaven. There the listening hund- 
reds inhaled the spirit of devotion, and the salutary ef- 
fect of the gospel of Jesus Christ, ably delineated by 
his faithful messengers, was visible in the tears of joy 
that glistened in every eye. 

We were led to contemplate, with sincere gratitude 
and pleasure, the amplitude of that divine promise, 
which animated the hope, and kindled the pious ardor 
of the ancient Patriarchs, by assuring them that in the 
expected SuiLon, all nations and kindreds of the carih 
should be blessed. 

An effectual door being thus opened, we were invit- 
ed to range through the fields of gospel grace, and to 
realize thut our salvation and high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus, was not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to the immutable purpose and grace of God, 
which was freely given in Christ before the world be- 





Ca 

gan. The listening multitude, with calm serenity of 
| spirit, were excited to the most profitable of all reflec- 
'tions, the unbounded benevolence of our Father in 
heaven, who commended the riches of bis love and 
grace in the gift of his Son, that we might thereby be 
induced to love one another. 

In pleasing contemplation upon the harmony of the 
Divine perfections, we were constrained to exclaim, 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, 
and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. We behold with 
unspeakable delight, the Zion of our God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, descending to bless mankind with her delic- 


eternal life; and were incited to welcome her every 
priest, clad with the shining garments of salvation, bear- 
ing the message of unbounded grace, and causing her 
saints to shout aloud for joy. And lest we should be 
| unmindful of the medium through whieh all these ines- 
| imable blessings flow, we were pointed to the blood of 
i {he everlasting covenant, as the means of our reconcil- 
j lation to God, and the effectual sea] of our salvation. 

| We may truly say, that this has beep a time of re- 
| fresbing from the presence of the Lord. Yer we have 
| beheld the stately goings forth of the God of Israel from 
|Sinai’s majestic height, and the gracious footsteps of 

Insmanuel from the peaceful gate of Zion. 

Dear Brethren, while we remind you of the manner 
\in which the Master of Assemblies hath owned and bless- 
|ed our Jabors in the gospel vineyard, you cannot be un- 
mindful of the duties which devolve upon you; to walk 
as saints professing godliness—To follow the great Re- 
deemer in humility, and love—and to hold up the hands 
of his ministering servants by a cheerful attendance 
upon his word and ordinances, and to enable them to 
be disengaged from the cares of this world, to be whol- 
ly devoted to the work of the ministry, that their pro- 
|fiting may appear unto all men, 





Brethren, commissioned by the Chief Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls, to feed the sheep, and nourish the lambs 
of his fold, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
To you it is given to watch over, and lead the flock in 
paths of righteousness and peace, and adminisier to 
them the bread of life. ‘To you their eyes are directed 
for an example of perseverance, faith, patience, and 
charity—and it is confidently believed, that the vast 
importance of that gospel, which it is your delightful 
task to proclaim, will at all times admonish you to walk 
blameless before the world. ; 

Keep always before you the luminous example of 
Christ, and, like him, Jet your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify God in 
the day of visitation. For your encouragement to per- 
severe in evangelical faithfulness, you are invited to 
compare the present with the past—and reflect, that 
forty years since, a solitary individual, (Rev. Joho Mur- 
ray.) whose memory we revere, and whose loss we de- 
plore, began to scatter the hopeful seeds of trath and 
universal grace, along the shores of the Atlantic. Al 
though he sowed in tears, amidst the storms of persecu- 
tion, yet he was preserved by Heaven to witness a joy- 
ful harvest, as the fruit of his labors; and like Simeon 
of old, was blessed with a peaceful departure, his eyes 
having seen the salvation of God. But we now behold 
the wilderness blossoming as the rose—From the shores 
of the Atlantic, to the margin of the lakes, Ontario and 
Erie, the doctrines of universal and impartial grace, is 
spreading with a rapidity which is truly astonishing— 
and from the banks of the Delaware, to the flowing cur- 
rent of the Penobscot, as well as along the extended 
plains of the Ohio, thousands are rejoicing in the confi- 
dence of God, as the Saviour of all men. 

The doctrine of unmerciful suffering is losing its influ- 
ence among the sober and reflecting of the community, 
and multitudes are rejoicing in the harmony of the Di- 
vine attributes. So numerous are the societies, west of 
the Hudson river, that it is clearly ascertained that the 
present session of the Convention has been held in the 
most centra] and convenient place for a general repre- 
sentation. In view of these truly encouraging prospects, 
you will fee] under renewed obligations to increase your 
diligence in extending the knowledge of salvation to 
those who are still in darkness, and are bound down 
under superstition and prejudiee, with the cords of 
worse than iron bondage. 

In the faithful diecharge of your public duties, you 
will doubtless be assailed by the foul breath of slander. 





For even the great Apostle and High Priest of our pro- 
, fession suffered such indignities in the days of bis flesh: 
jand if they have done these things in the green tree, 
| what shall they do in thedry? Equip yourselves then, 

brethren, with the whole armour of righteousness, that 

you may be able to maintain and defend the truth, 
' through evil, as well as through good report. Were it 


ious dainties, and to satisfy her poor with the bread of consistent with your high calling in the ministry of re- 


conciliation to pamper the pride of designing men, or 
' to give encouragement to a system of melignant par- 
'tiality ; you might indeed enjoy the momentary gratifi- 

cation of heing caressed and applauded by such as love. 
| the praise of men more than the praise of God: but 
‘such a repast for the mind, would be like the dreams of 
an hungry man, who imagines himself as feasting upon 
the rich dainties of a luxuriant board, and behold, he is 
waked from his slumbers, and his soul is famishing for 
want of bread! 


| Your true interest is therefore inseparably conjoined 
with faithfulness in the administration of the gospel, 
wherever the wisdom of Divine Providence may direct 
you in the duties of your calling. Let it be your inva- 
riable purpose then, to maintain that true dignity, 
which, in the character of the Saviour, was coupled 
with unalloyed humility, and which shed an unfading 
lustre around all the actions of his life. Bear in con- 
stant remembrance your dependance upon bim who 
hath cast your lot in the vineyard of Christ; and let 
this consideration remind you of the importance of se- 
cret, and frequent intercourse with that exalted Being, 





who seeth in secret, and who will bless you with aa 


' open reward. 
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Finally, brethren, be ministers of Christ, in word and 
in deed ; let the patience of the glorious Redeemer 
shine in your example; be zealous in the defence of the 
gospel ; diligent in seeking out the hidden treasures of 
revelation; watchful for an opportunity to promote the 
prosperity of Zion, and faithfulin the cause of univer- 
sal benevolence, till the Captain of salvation shall call 
you from the fields of labor in time, to mingle with the 
church triumphant in Heaven. 

We esteem it our priviledge to address a few remarks 
to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, without regard 
to sectarian names. To us there is but one God, who 
is the Father of all; and one Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath once appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself, and to lead the wandering and benighted child- 
ren of our heavenly Father to the Zion of rest, the ha- 
bitation of uninterrupted enjoyment. To share his be- 
nignant smiles, to taste the riches of his grace," to en- 
joy the mild and peaceful influence of his truth, and to 
feel the expanding power of his love, has been your ex- 
alted priviledge, and remains to be the theme of your 
gratitude and joy. 

While you reflect upon the inestimable blessings 
which flow through a confidence in the goodness and 
mercy of God, can you hesitate for one moment upon 
the propriety and importance of recommending the 
same unfathomable ocean of love to the confidence of 
all that intelligent family, of which you constitute a 
part? Is it possible that you can indulge a timorous 
reluctance, from the apprehension that it would loosen 
the bands of moral obligation, and endanger the peace 
of society? Hasa confidence in the friendship of Heav- 
en prodnced arelaxation of your desires to promote the 
honor of God, or the welfare of his creatures? If not, 
such a decision is evidently incompatible with the les- 
sons of your own experience: nor is this all; it is equal- 
ly incongruous with the plain testimony of inspiration— 
** We love him, because he first loved us.” 

If it were dangerous to recommend the love of God 
to sinners, why did he send his Son into the world to 
testify his benevolence? Why did God reveal his plan 
of salvation by grace ? Why did he assert his design 
to reconcile all things unto himself? And why did the 
angel proclaim ‘glad tidings of great joy to all people” 
at the birth of Christ? A little calm reflection must af- 
ford evidence to you, that the only way to induce sin- 
ners to forsake the path of iniquity, is to convince them 
of the goodness of God, which Jeadeth to repentance. 
This truth being established upon the most rational and 
conclusive evidence, we entertain the hope that you will 
continue to promote its dissemination, fur the honor of 
God, and for the reformation and happiness of his ra- 
tional offspring. 

After entreating the wicked to forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and to turn unto the 
Lord who will have mercy—and earnestly recommend- 
ing to the rising generation the practice of faith and 
every virtue ; 

We affectionately commend the several classes ad- 
dressed, with all the family of man, to the mercy and 
grace of God, invoking on them the endless blessing of 
Mim who died, and rose, and reigns in cloudless Glory ! 


BY ORDER OF THE CONVENTION, 


DAVID PICKERING. 











FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


WHY ARE YOU A UNIVERSALST ? 


Answer 1. Because that divine Being who brought 
mankind into existence, is holy, just and good ; wise, 
powerful end perfect. 

If God is holy, he must hate sin ; and if he be just, 
he will punish it; and ifhe be good, he will finally de- 
stroy it. 

The wisdom of God has seen it necessary that sin 
should exist, and greatly extend itself for a 4éme—but 
it does not hence follow that sin and misery should ne- 
cessarily exist as long as God does. If God is almigh- 
ty in power, he has not mace creatures which he can- 
not con/rel; and if he be perfect, he will, in the end, 
bring all intelligent beings to be like himself. 

To suppose that a perfectly good being, who is infi- 
nitely happy in himself, should create rational beings, 
or any others, whose existence will prove a curse to them, 
is to suppose that he can deny himself, and act contra- 
ry to his own perfect nature. 

Hence, | am led, from the perfections of God, to 
conclude that he will ultimately save all his rational 
creatures from sin and misery, and make them holy 
aud happy. 
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Answer 2. My next reason for beconiing a Univer-| 
salist is, the finite natare of sin. It is said by some, 
that sin is an infinite evil, and therefore deserves infi- 
nite punishment. Hence God may justly punish the 
soul that commits but one sin, however smal] it may 
be, with endless torments in another state of existence. 
But how can a finite creature of yesterday, who is ex- 
ceedingly limited in all his faculties, do an_ infinite 
deed ? Is thie rational? Is this possible? How can 
the infinite Divinity do a greater deed? If we admit 
that a finite worm of the dust may have knowledge of 
God and his duty; yet we cannot admit that he has 
infinite knowledge. ‘To do an infinite deed, we should 
suppose that a being must possess infinite knowledge 
and infinite power. a 

If, because sin is committed against God, it is infi- 
nite, then holiness is infinite ; for holiness is as pleas- 
ing as sin is displeasing. Hence, if sin merits endless 
misery, holiness merits endless happiness. But 1 do 
not find evidence to believe that sin is infinite ; there- 
fore it does not deserve infinile punishment—Yea, all 
the sins committed by all mankind since time began, 
cannot be infinite, either in number or criminality ; for 
what is infinite cannot be added to, or increased. But 
sin can be added to, therefore sin is not infinite. As 
sin is not infinite, justice, as well as mercy, forbids its 
punishment being endless. 

Answer 3. I am a believer in the salvation of all 
men ; because God is called the Saviour of all men, 
in the bible. * Who is the Saviour of all men, peci- 
ally of those who believe.” 1 Tim. iv. 10. ‘ For this 
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.’? 1 Tim. ii. 3—6. Hence, a 
‘ just God, a Saviour, says, ‘ Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth.’ Isa. xlv. 21, 22. 

Answer 4. I do not believe in endless misery, be- 
cause the threatenings God denounces against the 
wicked do not necessarily imply punishment in ano- 
sher state of existence. 

When God informed Adam of the consequences of 
eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, he did not say that endless misery in another 
world would be his portion for transgression ; but, * In 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,’ was 
God’s declaration. The serpent said unto the woman, 
* Thou shalt Not surely die.” By one man’s disobedi- 
ence many were made sinners. Swrely this sin of a 
perfect man must have been as greatly aggravated as 
any committed by his descendants. Most certainly 
God spake the truth, and Adam died according to the 
threatening, the day he transgressed. If so, then God 
did not threaten with endless misery Adam’s sin. For 
that death did not take place, nor the death of his bo- 
dy. The death connected with sin took place that 
day: namely, spiritual death. The same death follows 
every sin committed by man. The soul that sinneth, 
it shal] die. To be carnally minded is death. 

So all the evils threatened in the Old Testament for 
sin, were to take place in this life, and to terminate 
with it. And it is thought that no greater evils are 
threatened in the New Testament than in the Old.— 
Most of the language, and descriptions of punishment, 
in the New Testament, were evidently borrowed from 
the Old. 

The terms ‘everlasting,’ ‘forever,’ and ‘ eternal,’ 
are applied to things which must termivate, or have an 
end. 

The everlasting punishment mentioned in Matt. xxv. 
began to fall upon the unbelieving Jews before that ge- 
neration passed away ; and wil] terminate when all Is- 
rae] shall be saved. 

The destruction of-those unbelieving Jews who ober- 
ed not the gospel of Christ, which continues upon that 
nation to the present time, may be well expressed by 
the apsetle—* The Lord Jesus was revealed from hea- 
ven in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon them which 
knew not God, who are punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, from the glory 
ofhis power.” This national punishment will last un- 
til the Deliverer shal] come out of Zion and turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob. 

Answer 5. My fifth reason for believing that all man- 
kind will finally be saved is, the love which God has 
manifested to the world. The world lieth in wicked- 
ness ; yet God hath loved it. And we ought to love 
him because he first loved us. God has so loved the 
world as to give his only begotten son, that whoso be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have everlasting 





life. He that spared net his own Son, but gave him 











up-for ws all, shafl he not withal also freely give us all 
things ? 

Answer 6. God has promised that his Son shall 
bruise the serpent’s head, destroy the devil and his 
works. That he shall destroy death, make an end of 
sin, and bring in everlasting righteousness. That he 
shall biess all nations, kindreds and families of the 
earth. That he shall have the heathen for his inheri- 
tence, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession. That he shall see of the travail of his soul 
afd be satisfied. That he shall reign until all enemies, 
are put under him. 

These exceeding great and precious promises must 
be fulfilled in due time. 

Answer 7. Jesus Christ, in whom all the promises 
are yea and amen, has died for all men. He tasted 
death forevery man, He is the propitiation for the sing 
of the whole world. Wis blood cleanseth from all sins. 
Christ died for all, as certainly as all are dead in tres- 
passes and sins. He gave his Jife a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time. 

Answer 8. God bas promised to pour out his spirit 
upon all flesh ; to remove the covering cast over all peo- 
ple, and the veil spread over all vations ; to teach all 
nations to put his law in their hearts, and write it in 
their minds ; so that all shall know the Lord, from the 
least to the greatest. 

Answer 9. Christ is exalted to give repentance and 
remission of sins. All that the Father giveth him shall 
come to him, and he that cometh to him he will] in no 
wise cast out. But all are given Christ. Matt. xi. 27. 
* All things are delivered to me of my Father.’ John iii. 
35. * The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand.’ Jobn xiii. 3. * Jesus knowing 
that the Father had given all things into bis hands.? 
All power in heaven and earth was given Christ, that 
he should give eternal life to as mavy as the Father 
giveth him.’ John xvii. 3. Hence, every knee must 
bow, and every tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

SEEK TRUTH. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Matthew xxviii. 15—‘* So they took the money, and 
did as they were taught... These were the watching 
soldiers at the sepulchre of Jesus. They were instruct- 
ed and governed by the chief priests. ‘The love of mo- 
ney, however, was a powerful stimulant, which induced 
the watchmen to report what they knew to be false. 
They criminated themselves with sloth and unfaithful- 
ness, at the same time that they accused the disciples 
of Jesus with stealing the body of their Lord. How of- 
ten does the inordinate love of money prove to be the root 
of great evil! How often do we hear of similar conduct 
in soldiers in all countries! How frequently it seems 
to be the practice of those who profess to be the spirit- 
wal watchmen of Jesus! The chief priests and elders, 
the leading characters in different countries and deno- 
minations, take counsel] and teach those who are de- 
pendent on them what they shall say; and, by giving 
large money, they tempt them to comply with their 
wishes, and promote their cause. 

Jesus had been crucified, rose again on the third day, 
and appeared to his disciples. ‘* Some of the watch 
came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priest, 
all the things that were done.” ‘There was no doubt 
of this fact: but how shall they hide thistruth? Why, 
deny it—and give large money to the soldiers to tell a 
lie, and so deceive the people. For, if the people are 
suffered to believe this trerth, that Jesus was indeed ris- 
en from the dead, they would leave the chief priests 
and elders, as so many persecutors of the innocent: of 
consequence, they would lose their honorable places, 
and be Jeft in destitute circumstances. Hence, it was 
the love of money, or the world, which induced them 
to give large money unto the soldiers, to propagate a 
falsehood. 

A certain minister, who was intimate with a physici- 
an, made the following acknowledgment : The minis- 
ter had preached eternal damnation to his hearers: the 
physician enquired why he did so? the minister obser- 
ved, You know, sir, that I no more believe the doctrine 
than you do; but certain people in my society (nam- 
ing them) will not attend on my ministry, unless 1 
preach that God has decreed the eternal damnation of 
a part of mankind. Did uot this minister follow the 
soldiers, who took the money, and did as they were 
taught ? 

Mr. Conformity is pleasantly situated among a large 
and respectable people. His circumstances are rather 
limited, as it respects worldly property —His family is 
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expensive —He is advanced in life—He wishes not to be 
driven from kind friends and relatives, among whom he 
has resided many years. In the course of his reading 
and study, he becomes convinced that certain doctrines 
and practices, which he has long believed and advocated, 
as true, are really felse. He cannot, after the most di- 
ligent examination, obtain evidence that many particu- 
lars in the creed of his church, are agreeable to the 
scriptures. What shall he do? To speak the truth 
will give offence to many of his best friends. They 
will probably become his most powerful enemies. In 
this difficulty he looks upon the truth, and feels con- 
vinced that this is light, which should not be put under 
a bushel. but on a candlestick, that it may give light 
to all in the house. He looks upon the money he shali 
receive if he preaches contrary to his belief; and fears he 
shall suffer loss if be speaks the truth. To be Jeft poor, 
and forsaken of his friends, is trying to his sou]. He 
beholds his needy family—He knows not where he cen 
speak the truth and reccive support. In this strait, he 
is tempted to take the money, and do as his people 
teach him—if not to speak falsehood, yet to keep back 
part of the truth. Ought Mr. Conformity to imitate 
the soldiers ? 

Mr. Popularity, has an extensive acquaintance—tie 
is known far aud near—His fame bas spread abroad 
among the learned, as a very able, well informed 
and steadfast divine. He is spoken of as a gentle- 
man, a scholar and a Christian. He was respectable 
for his good bebaviour and diligence, while at col- 
ledge. ‘He has become, or expects to become, a pre- 
feseor or president, to fill some future vacancy in some 
seminary of learning; but by sowe means he has been 
led to search the scriptures, and embrace the doctrine 
of the restitution of all things ; or the final holiness and 
happiness of the whole human family. This senti- 
ment, however, has not become popular. However, 
men of the first abilities may secretly hope—they think 
the time has not come openly to profess their belief in 
this doctrine. The public mind has not been enlighten- 
ed, so as to espouse this opinion. Hence, should Mr. 
Popularity declare his conviction, it would render him 
unpopular. He would not enjoy the confidence of 
those whose favour he highly esteems—He might not 
retain, or obtain, the honorable and lucrative office 
which his arduous studies have prepared him to fill. 
The doctrine of everlasting misery in another state of 
existence, has long been considered as a fundamental 
truth of divine revelation. And no man, let his abili- 
ties and moral character be ever so good, would be 
deemed a fit person to fill an important station in a col- 
lege, who should profess to be a Universalist; or neg- 
lect to incnicate the doctrine of endless sin and misery ! 
In this trying situation, Mr. Popularity is tempted to 
silence his conscience by pleading prudence; to take 
the money, and do as he is taught by the elders and 
chief priests. 

Mr. Orthodoxy, is much afraid of heresy. He was 
educated in the Calvinistic faith—He has passed 
through indescribable torment of mind, in endeavour- 
ing to bring his feelings to conform to his creed-—--He 
imagines that he has felt willing to be eternally dam- 
ned, for the glory of God; and now he hopes that 
he is one of the elect, and shal]! obtain eternal salva- 
tion. He has joined an orthodox church, by enter- 
ing into a solemn covenant to maintain their confes- 
sion of faith. His connexions and friends belong to 
his persuasion: and he obtains his bread by serving 
in theiremploy. He deals with his own denomina- 
tion; and fears he should suffer loss should he be de- 
prived of their custom. But, possessing a candid mind, 
and a serious desire to know the truth, has led him to 
examine the religious principles of other sects. On hear- 
ing the different expositions of the bible given by 
men, he is led to doubt the correctness of some of the 
prominent articles of his own faith. Diligently and 
prayerfully searching the scriptures, he is led to give 
up long received opinions, as the inventions of men: 
But still he must use the form of words denominated 
orthedox, or be exposed to reproach and excommuni- 
cation. What shallhedo? Shall he deny what he ap- 
prehends to be truth, and speak falsely? Shall he 
take the money, and do as he is taught by the precepts 
and commandments of men 2? Or, shall he act an ho- 
nest part, and trust in God? Now, Mr. Orthodoxy is 
tempted to act like the soldiers. O Lord, help thy 
servants to know the truth, as it is in Jesus; and faith- 
fully and wisely to declare it, both in word and in deed. 
Help them to cast their care on Thee, and do Thou 
take care of them. OBSERVER. 

t— _—. __] 


“I am a deblor both to the Greeks and to the Barba- 
rians, both to the wise and the unwise.’ Sr. Paun. 


FOR THE UNIVERSADIST MAGAZINE, 





Windham County, (Vt.) Sept. 12, 1821. 


To the Rev. Mansfield Bruce, of Wilmington. 


Kev. Sin —I noticed some intimation, in the 
Universalist Magazine, a few weeks ago, that you had 
reported a story about the death of a young man in 
Wilmington, calculated to impress the belief that Uni- 
versalism would not do to to die by. Within a few 
days, | have heard the story in my neighbourhood, re- 
ferring to you as its author. The story is this—that a 
young man who, together with his father, had embrac- 
ed the doctrine of universal salvation, was in a declin- 
ing state of health, and finally became sensible that his 
departure was at hand: that at this juncture, he be 
came alarmed about his well-being in another world, 
and convineed of the error of the universal doctrine. 
His horror of mind is stated to have been exceedingly 
great, at which his father also became alarmed, and 
renounced the fatal delusion that all mankind would 
be saved ; and he soon died, protesting and warning 
others against the deception. Now, sir, when I heard 
this story, Ll said, what if it be true? Will it prove 
that the doctrine of God’s universe] and impartial love 
and mercy isa false doctrine? Is the testimony of 
dying persons to be taken, at all events, to prove a 
Christian doctrme, or points of ductrine, or to disprove 
the same? Does not the dying pagan, Mahometan, 
Romen catholic, Lutheran, Calvinist, Arminian—seve- 
rally attest to the truth of their respective religions ? 
Does not the established universalist do the same? | 
bave known four or five cases of the latter kind in this 
vicinity within a short time---universalists dying in the 
triumphs of the gospel, with the full persuasion that this 
doctrine is the truth. Did I resort to them to prove 
this doctrine true? If I had, | should have considered 
it--I should have felt it, to be an acknowledgement that 
it is a weak cause---a cause that needs every mean ar- 
tifice to be practiced upon the vulgar, to build it up. 
I think so of any religious, or rather irreligious, cause 
that needs such support. I have good evidence in my 
possession, of the case of a young man of singular moral 
depravity, who died cursing and denying his God ; and I 
think it to be just as good proof that there is no God, as 
the testimony of dying persons against universalism; and 
for this plain reason, that a dying hour is unfavourable 
for the exercise of calm reason and reflection ; and eve- 
ry person will die attesting to that which makes the 
most forcible impression on his mind; and that accord- 
ing to the state of the mind, and attendant circumstan- 
ces at the time. If a person who professes to be a uni- 
versalist renounces it in view of death, what does it 
prove (if it prove any thing)? Does it not prove that 
he was but a hypocritica] pretender, and not a real be- 
liever ? If he did really believe in the salvation of all 
men, how could he doubt his own salvation? And if 
he did not doubt his own salvation, he surely could not 
be driven by the fear of death, to renounce his honest 
opinion and belief. A man cannot have the consola- 
tions, in death, of that which he has not got in posses- 
sion ; therefore, if he has not in possession the faith 
of universal salvation, it is not strange that he has not 


Universalism, is a downright mistake ; and, if so, it is 
just fit, in my opinion, to be brought in aid of your par- 
tial, antichristian, and bigoted sentiments, ° Think me 
not to be angry, brother Bruce, | am only grieved for 
the hardness of such hearts as can adopt such infamons 
means to overthrow the glorious doctrine of God’s im- 
partial ben¢volence. Yes, sir, the story you have pro- 
pagated, as above stated, is erroneous—that’s the thing, 
if | may rely on the statement, that you.did so report if, 
and on the statement of a pious and Rev. gentleman, 
who visited the young man in question, frequently, pre- 
vions to his death, was at his funeral, and conversant 
with the family since. The fact is, the young man 
never professed religion, of any kind, until a short time 
previous to his death. He then did profess his belief in 
Christ, and became hopefully converted to christianity. 
Nothing can be learnt that either he or the father had 
ought to say against Universalism, If this be not the 
truth, I hope, for the honor of the christian character, 
(particularly that of religious teachers,) you will cor- 
rect me. If my statement be true, | hope it will have 
its due effect. 5. Byers, 
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“ Boston Recorder.” 


In the last No. of the Boston Recorder, we noticed 
some remarks of a correspondent of that paper, respect- 
ing the time set apart by the ** African Churches,” in 
the United States, for the purpose of offering prayer to 
God for the spread of the gospel among their African 
brethren. The following is a copy :— 

** Some of the 4 frican Churches in the United States, 
have, for years, set apart a season for prayer to God, 
for the spread of the gospel among their African breth- 
ren. ‘Their season is about quarterly, and is fixed on 
those months which have five sabbaths, the fifth sab- 
bath being the designated day, and the hours six in the 
morning and six in the evening. ‘The state of the Af- 
ricans excites a peculiar interest at this day, and why 
cannot some arrangements be made to induce all the 
American churches to unite in prayer for them at the 
above mentioned season ?”’ 

It seems the writer has concluded his observations 
with a desire that some arrangements should be made, 
which will induce “all” the American churches fo 
unite in prayer for these Africans, at the above men- 
tioned season. We would wish to inquire what he 
means by the word ‘‘all 2’? And whether he is willing 
to extend the hand of charity so far, as to embrace the 
followers and advocates of the Universal doctrine? If 
we understand his creed, or the creed of those who ad- 
vocate the doctrine espoused by the Recorder, (incul- 
cating the sentiment that mankind are “totally de- 
praved,’’ and cannot think a good thought, or perform 
a good action: And that whatever they do in their nat- 
ural state,is sinning against God) we do not see with what 
propriety they can call upon the unconverted (as they 
ierm them) to unite in prayer for the purpose above 





in possession the comfort, hope, confidence and joy of | 


areal universalist: it is mot strange that he should 
speak unfavourably of it, or protest against it, for be 
knows nothing about it. Every heart that has Christ 
formed in it the hope of glory, will rejoice, even in the 
hour of dissolution; and every heart that has not 
Christ thus formed, cannot thus rejoice. ‘This is the 
difference betwixt the believer and the unbeliever---this 
is a part of universalism. As it respects the final hap- 
piness of mankind, I can say, with brother Paul, ‘*I 
have hope towards God (as they themselves also allow) 
that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust.’? As it respects myself, | have no 
bope, neither do I believe St. Paul bad, that the unjust 
(unbelievers) will be raised to endless damnation; but 
| have hope towards God that they will be raised, and 
and raised in Christ, (there being no other way to be 
raised) to be ‘equal unto the angels, and the children 
of God,” as the inevitable consequence. I have no 
more doubt, neighbour Bruce, about the restitution to 
immortality and glory of those who die in unbelief, 
than | have of believers; for, as Christ * is Lord both 
of the dead and living, and has the keys of hades and 
of death,’ I do not see what difference it makes about 
the fact itself, of the resurrection ; and, if that fact be 
true, universal holiness and happiness must be true, or 
else a man may be in Christ, and not be a new crea- 
ture! 

But after ell, my dear sir, I have very good reason 





to believe the whole story above noted, as it respects 


mentioned. ‘There seems to us to be an inconsistency 
in this call or requisition of the writer, which at present 
we are unable to reconcile with the principles of his 
doctrine. We know of no better text to apply to 
them, than the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians— 
‘© When I was a child I spake as a child, understood 
as a child, I thought as a child, but when I became a 
man, 1 put away chaldish things.” We hope that per- 
iod will soon arrive when the correspondents of the 
Recorder will speak as men and nol as children, 
-— _S+o— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 

We are sorry to inform our correspondent ‘ 6,” that 
we were unaware we had promised so many correspon- 
dents previous to him,—which will render us under the 
necessity of omitting his communication until our next, 
when he may rely upon its publication. We have re- 
ceived a communication signed ‘“‘ Senex,” which we 
are confident originated from the same source as ‘‘ 6.”’ 
This also will be published in our next, 

** Amicus,” and “* Winchester,” are received. ‘ B. 
Y.” in our next. 

Errata. In our last paper, the communication ever 
the signature of ** Laithe,”*— Ist column of the 2d page, 
and lyst line, ‘ representing,’ should be ‘‘ mtsrepresent- 
ing,”—In the same column, 18th line from the bottom, 
‘ professes’ should be ‘* possesses,” Same page last 
column, 10 lines from the bottom, ‘above’ should be 





** upon.” 
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MONTGOMERY ON PRAYER. 


Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Utter’d-or express’d ; 

The motion of the hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 


Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear ; 

The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech, 
That infant lips can try ; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


Prayer is the christian’s vital breath, 
The christian’s native air ; 

The watchword at the gates of death, 
He enters Heaven with prayer. 


Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
Returning from his ways ; 

While angels in their song rejoice, 
And cry ‘* behokd he prays.” 


In prayer on earth the saints are one ; 
In word, in deed, in mind ; 

When with the Father and the Son, 
Sweet fellowship they find. 


No prayer is made on earth a'one ; 
The Holy Spirit pleads ; 

And Jesus on the eternal throne, 
For sinners intercedes. 


O Thou, by whom we came to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way ! 

The path of prayer thyself hast trod— 
Lord teach us how to pray. 





= — ee 


From the N. Y. Gospe! Herald. 





AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS. 


‘* For I beheld, and there was no man ; even among 
them, and there was no councillor, that when I asked 
of them, coULD ANSWER AWORD. Behold, they are 
all vanily---thetr works are NOTHING,”----Isa, xi. 
28, 29. 


Universality of the Atonement Proved. 


(Continued from page 64.) 


The word PREDESTINATE is supposed to be a con- 
vertible term with elect, &c. This word occurs (twice 
Rom. viii. 29, 30, * For whom he did foreknow, he 
ulso did predestinate fo be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first born among many breth- 
ren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called; and whom he called, them he also justifi- 
ed; and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” 

The word PREDESTINATED occurs twice. Eph. i. 
5—11. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
goed pleasure of his will.’ 11th ver. “*inwhom we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated ac- 
cording to the purpose of him, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will.’ What is the coun- 
sel of his own will? The two preceding verses inform 
us. ‘* Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure, which he had pur- 
posed in himself; That in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times, he might gather together in one ali things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in him.” If it is objected, in this passage, 
that all does not mean all, but only a part, (and we 


beg pardon for introducing this disagreeable word, we 
having intended to substantiate the truth, if possible, 
without introducing it) then we shall expect the ob- 
jector to inform us what is to be done with that part 
which is not gathered together in Christ ? and caution 
him not to take a part of those in heaven, and damn 
them for non-elect, for it will occupy too much time 
for him to explain how these non-elect found their way 
into heaven in the first place, and be very difficult to 
prove, that if a part of the non-elect go to heaven, the 
residue will not get there likewise. We hope this will 
be remembered ! 

The reader will be so good as to notice, that we have 
omitted numerous passages which go to prove the sal- 


pally to the passages which do not contain that, in 
these modern days, very equivocal and offensive word 
all. Our motive for this is obvious. The passages 
quoted apply directly to the subject under discussion, 
the extent, not the ¢ficacy, of the atonement of Christ. 
On these passages, we are willing to rest the cause we 


advocate. ; 
It was our intention, after enamerating the passages 


which declare that Christ died for the world, to have 
varied the phraseology, and substituted the word world, 
for the word elect, in those passages which declared that 
Christ died for the elect, aud vice versa ; but, unfortu- 
nately for our opponents hypothesis, there being no 
passage of the kind to be found in the scriptures, we 
are obliged to forego the pleasure of this accommoda- 


tion. 
There are no less than fourteen declarations, exclu- 


of Christ is for the world. 1s it possible that inspiration 
can deceive and equivocate in this manner, and write 
the word world EIGHTEEN times, and in every instance 
not mean the world, but mean something else? And 
this when it is declared, ** To the law and the testimo- 
ny, if you speak not according to the things wraflen in 
the book, it is, because there is no light in you?” Is 
it speaking according to the things written in the 
book, to aller and take from the book allogther ? 
We appeal to the consciences of allmen! We «sk you, 
by what authority you do these things? Give us a thus 
saith the Lord for these things, for we give in evidence, 
the oath of Jehovah. ** Look unto me and be ye saved, 
allthe ends of the earth ; for | am God, and none else. 
J have sworn by myself, the word has gone out of my 
mouth, righteousness, and shal] not return, that unto 
me every knee sball bow, every tongue shall swear, sur- 
ly shall say, in the Lorn hare I righteousness and 
strength ; to him shall come ; and all that are incensed 
against Nim shall be ashamed. In the Lorp shall all 
the seed of Israel] be justified, and shall glory.” Isaiah 
xlv. 22—25. 

N. B. Let it be remembered, that the words we have 
omitted, which are found in the English translation of 
the bible, are supplied by the translators. And that 
all the words printed in ¢/alics, in the Old and New Tes- 
taments, are gratuz/ous, aud not to be found in the orz- 
ginal copies ! 

For a definition of the word komos, translated world, 
see CoRNELIU SCHREVELI LEXICON. KOZMOZ, ¥, 4, 
homines universi, &c. There are but two alternatives 
—either admit the word kosmos, &c. means homines 
universi, mankind universally, or it only means a part 
(one distinct and exclusive part) of Adam’s race. If it 
means all, the question is settled forever! If it means a 
part, the question is, WHAT PART? Now we, on this 
ground, declare, that the non-elect are alone and ex- 
elusively alluded to; and we shall prove this from the 
scriptures, according to the uvderstanding and conclu- 
sions of our opponents! See John xvii. 16, ‘* They 
are not cf the world, (kosmou) even as | am not not of 
the world,” (kosmou.) That is, say they, the elect— 
the sheey—the chosen, &c.! Be itso. We have pro- 
duced FOURTEEN positive and unequivocal declara- 





| tions, that Christ came,died, and redeemed the WORLD. 


vation of all men, and have confined ourselves princi- | 


sive of four from the Old Testament, that the alonement | 


| Kosmos!!! . Now, we say, you are destroyed by your 
‘own premises. You have fallen into the pit you digged 

for others! What can you do with your premises, and 
! their conclusions? Either acknowledge, like hones 
|men, your mistake and folly ; or, like brave men, dare 
'to face us beyond the ramparts of your own pulpits, se- 
‘cured from reply by the civil Jaw, and defended by the 
ignorance which your misconstructions have generated, 
‘and planted for bulwarks around you! 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 


As Deacon T. was lighting his candle with a match, 
out of a parcel which he had lately bought of a poor 
boy ; the deacon observed, that he did not believe them 
to be orthodox, by the burning of one he had lighted. 
A bystander replied, that he should suppose they were, 
for, in all conscience they smelt strong enough of brim- 
stone; and he should suppose they were some of his 
own make, as his orthodexy always kept that article 
hot, and handy for the business, 

— > +o 
A LONG JOURNEY, AND STRANGE CLIMATE. 


We extract the following from an old orthodox book, 
entitled ‘* The Practice of Piety.’ It will be a treat 
to the lovers of fire and brimstone, and sufficiently dis- 
gusting to the rational and humane, without com- 
ment.—.V. Y. Gos. Herald. 

‘From this Judgment-seat thou must be thrust by 
angels, together with all the damned devils and repro- 


| bates, into the bottomless lake of utter darkness, that 
; Into 





|perpetually burneth with fire and brimstone 
| which bottomless lake, after that thou art once plunged, 
| thou shalt ever be falling down, and never meet a bol- 
‘tom! And in it thou shalt ever lament, and none shail 
pity thee, thou shalt always weep for pain of the fire £ 
and yet gnash thy tecth for the extremity of the 
COLD! !!2!2 

O<y- What a beauliful illustration of the state of the 
damued. U. Mag. 
— ——— I AS TT ee | 

MARRIED, | 

In this town, by the Rev. J. S. J. Gardiner, Mr. Ste- 
phen Robbins to Miss Louisa Clay. 

Mr. Stepben Russell to Miss Margaret Low. 

By the Rev. Mr Pierpont, Mr. Harvey Lovering, 
merchant, to Miss Caroline Lovering, youngest daugh- 
ter of Joseph L. Esq. 

In West-Cambridge, Mr. John Fowl, jun. to Miss Aba- 
gail B. Hill. 








P eee —— 


DIED, 
In thie town, Widow Catherine Marshall, aged 69. 
Mrs. Abigail Page, 86. 

Elizabeth Ann, daughter of Mr. John Sowdon, 8 mo. 

Mrs. Hannah Humphreys, wife of Mr. John H. 36. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Mock, 52. 

In Charlestown, Caroline Sabra, daughter of Mr. Eph- 
raim Bailey, 17 mo. 

In Dedham, Mr.George Atwood, keeper of the Hotel. 

In Stoughton, 12th inst. Susanna, only daughter of 
Jabez and Hannah Tolbut, 5 years. 

In Gloucester, Capt. Elias Davis, 65, an eminent ship- 
master.—Mrs. Mary Babson, wife of Mr. W. B. jun.— 
Mary and Elizabeth, twin sisters, 14 mo. daughters of 
Maj. E. Brawn.—Mrs. Martha Butler, 38. 

In Hallowell, Me. Mr. Nathanie] Folsom, 50. 

At sea, on board the brig Hope and Sally-Ann, on 
her passage from Jaquemel for Boston, Mr. Wm. Hick- 
ling, jr. of this town, 23, mate of said brig. 

In Cooperstown, Aug. 27th, Mrs. Sarah Munn, aged 
60 years; wife of Mr. Joseph Munn. She sustained a 
long and painful illness, occasioned by a cancer under 
ber left arm, with the utmost fortitude and resignation; 
and died, as she lived, a firm believer in God’s Univer- 
sal Love. It may be truly said of this excellent woman, 
that she was a pattern of piety and benevolence. Her 
death will be sincerely Jamented by an aged husband, 
two daughters, and an extensive circie of relatives and 
friends.—.Y. Y. Gos. Herald. 

COMMUNICATED, 

In Gloucester, Oct. 7th, David Haraden, aged 77 
years. One of the first espousers of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation from sin and misery, (and of uni- 
versal eternal life by Jesus Christ,) in this town, under 
the ministry of the Rev. John Murray. Mr. Haraden’s 
good fame as an upright man,is wellknown. His faith 








in the Common Salvation, was fira and unshaken. 
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